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Wednesday, February 10, 2010       10:30 a.m.

5601 Avenue Q, Lubbock, Texas

(enter through the north door on

Villa Drive)
Many more individuals and families stand to qualify for a tax credit 
(Lubbock) Many people will qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) for the first time this year because their income declined, their marital status changed or they added children to their families.  This tax break is available to families and individuals who work but don’t make a lot of money.  

The IRS estimates that 20-25 percent of eligible taxpayers fail to claim the EITC.  This means that hundreds of South Plains’ workers could be missing out on thousands of dollars in income tax refunds by not filing for the EITC.  
For the
seventh year in a row, the Coalition of Community Assistance Volunteers (CCAV) is providing free income tax preparation and e-file services through volunteers trained by CCAV and the IRS.  During the past six tax seasons, more than 17,000 low 

income taxpayers from across the South Plains have taken advantage of this free service.  Doing so has enabled them to receive every penny of the refunds to which they were legally entitled, saving them an estimated $3 million in tax preparation and e-filing fees.

-more-

In the state of Texas, EITC dollars have proven to support local businesses and economic development, streaming billions of dollars into the Texas economy each year.  According to the IRS, in 2002 more than $10 million in earned income tax credits were “left on the table” in Lubbock County alone; primarily due to a lack of information.  
EITC is the federal government’s largest benefit for working families.  The ultimate goal in providing free income tax preparation and e-file services is to help low income residents of the South Plains build personal assets in order to become more financially self-sufficient. Tom Head, President of the Coalition of Community Assistance Volunteers, said, “By making this service available, eligible taxpayers are made aware of their ability to claim credits such as the EITC, and can avoid paying tax preparation fees, so they can receive every penny of the refund to which they are entitled.” 
A news conference will be held on Wednesday, February 10, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. at 5601 Avenue Q (east side of Avenue Q at the corner of Villa Drive).  Speaking at the news conference will be Robert Brown, Senior Tax Consultant with the Internal Revenue Service, and Judge Tom Head and Elma Moreno with the Coalition of Community Assistance Volunteers.
FREE Volunteer Income Tax Assistance services are sponsored by: Lubbock Area United Way, American Bank of Commerce, Lubbock National Bank, American State Bank, City Bank, Security State Bank, First Bank & Trust and Platinum Bank.  CCAV’s community partners include the Lubbock Housing Finance Corporation, NTS Communications and Wayland Baptist University.
-more-
Additional Contacts: 

Tom Head, CCAV President
County Judge, Lubbock County
806.775.1086
Elma Moreno, CCAV Secretary

Office Manager/Legal Assistant, TTU School of Law

806.742.3787  Ext. 222

Robert Brown
Senior Tax Consultant, Internal Revenue Service

806.472.7434  Ext. 231
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