FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

What: “Casas for CASA” Annual Playhouse Raffle

When: August 9-August 22

Where:    South Plains Mall in Lubbock- Map Link
                United Supermarkets in Levelland – Map Link
                www.lubbockcasa.org 

You could Win a Playhouse While Helping a Child Find Their Happily-Ever-After

This month, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of the South Plains will hosting the 5th annual “Casas for CASA” Playhouse Raffle. This unique fundraiser pairs CASA with generous, local homebuilders who donate their time, energy, and resources to building the five little “casas” to be raffled in support of CASA’s advocacy work with local abused and neglected children. 
Unfortunately, the Lubbock region has one of the highest rates of child abuse per capita in the state of Texas. According to the Department of Family & Protective Services’ “Data Books” for 1997 and 2008, between these years, the number of confirmed victims of child abuse in Lubbock County rose by 315 percent, while Texas’ overall number of confirmed victims rose by 78 percent. CASA of the South Plains was able to provide advocacy services to 954 unduplicated children last year.  

CASA’s new Executive Director, Jennie Hill, commented on the upcoming event by stating, “Casas for CASA is a unique opportunity for residents of the South Plains to help area foster children who have been abused and neglected.  Each ticket purchased assists CASA in moving towards providing a CASA advocate for all area children in foster care.  Last year CASA was unable to serve 353 area foster children; however, through events like Casas for CASA we can begin to move towards providing advocacy for all area children.”

There are three places you can view the playhouses this year: the Grand Court (near the fountains) inside the South Plains Mall in Lubbock, the United Supermarket in Levelland, or online at www.lubbockcasa.org. Raffle tickets are $5 each or 5/$20 and can be purchased at any of the three viewing locations between August 9 and August 22.  All playhouses will be raffled during a drawing on August 22 at 6:00 pm.

All proceeds from the raffle will go toward the recruitment and training of more CASA advocates to speak up on behalf of local abused and neglected children by giving them a voice in court. CASA of the South Plains is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing the happily-ever-afters for local area foster children and ensuring that the needs of these children do not fall through the cracks during their time in foster care. For more information about CASA or becoming an advocate, please visit www.becomeacasa.org.
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